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From Pastor Preuss… 
 

It can appear that anything having to do with 

making sacrifices is best left to someone else. 

 

Most people who would like to see taxes raised for 

whatever reason, mean other peoples’ taxes.  

Many of us who think a strong national defense is 

important would prefer that neither we nor our 

loved ones should have to serve in our nation’s 

armed forces.  Some members in many 

congregations are convinced that Sunday School is 

critical for the youngest children of God, but few of 

those members choose to teach or help in any way. 

 

The temptation for each one of us is to think of any 

notion of self-sacrifice as the antithesis of self-

fulfillment; and that the fewer commitments we 

have, the more free “we” are to be “us.” 

 

Especially during the Season of Lent we who are 

the Church of Jesus Christ are confronted with a 

different reality.   

 

In the Temple of Jesus’ day, priests served around 

the clock offering sacrifices of all kinds, as people 

offered animals of all sorts and other inanimate 

gifts in praise or thanksgiving to God, or as a sign of 

their repentance.  It was that Temple and those 

liturgical practices that Jesus called contrary to 

God’s will and hope for God’s people, because 

finally the people did not offer themselves but 

something else. 

 

What does it mean that the Son of God who in 

effect rejected the Temple and its theology and 

practice of sacrifice is nonetheless called “The 

Great High Priest?”  And what does it mean that he 

offered his own life to prove his love for us? 

 

Does that mean that we are indeed loved and 

forgiven not because we make some sacrifice, but 

because loving us is in God’s very nature?  And if it 

does, then does that make any sacrifice we make 

unnecessary or irrelevant?  Or is our own self-

sacrifice a reflection of Jesus’ own, and something 

God asks of us for the sake of his other children 

who benefit from that which we give—as well as a 

fulfillment of God’s own divine purpose for me and 

you? 

 

This Lenten Season we will hope to reflect on those 

sorts of questions as we focus on “Our Great High 

Priest and His Passion.” 

 

I hope and pray that you will choose to join us for 

worship. 

 

Pastor Preuss 

 

(Our Schedule follows on the next page)
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INFORMATION

Lenten Worship Service Schedule 

February 18th Ash Wednesday Worship Services 
at 10:30 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. 

Hebrews 2:10-18 and John 13:1-20 
 

February 25th Midweek Worship at 6:45 p.m. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 and Luke 22:39-53 

 
March 4th Midweek Worship at 6:45 p.m. 

Hebrews 3:1-6 and Mark 14:53-65 
 

March 11th Midweek Worship at 6:45 p.m. 
Hebrews 10:1-10 and John 18:33-19:16 

 
March 18th Midweek Worship at 6:45 p.m. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 and Luke 23:26-34 
 

March 25th Midweek Worship at 6:45 p.m. 
Hebrews 7:15-25 and Luke 23:35-43 

 
April 2nd Maundy Thursday Worship Services 
at 10:30 a.m. and 6:45 p.m. 

Hebrews 9:11-22 and Luke 22:14-34 
 
April 3th Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 6:45 p.m. 

Hebrews 9:11-22 and Mark 15:33-39 
 

April 5th Easter Sunrise Worship at 6:45 a.m. 
       Easter Festival Worship at 9 or 9:30 a.m. - 
 depending on congregational vote at 
 Annual Meeting  

LENTEN SOUP 

SUPPERS 

 
Ash Wednesday, February 18, will begin our annual 
Lenten soup suppers.  Soup, bread and bars will be 
served at 11:30 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. on Ash 
Wednesday and at 5:45 p.m on each Wednesday 
during Lent.  Hope you can join us for supper 
before worship at 6:45! 
 
Now, to help make these Lenten suppers a success, 
we need your help.  There are sign-up sheets on 
the bulletin board across from the kitchen.  Please 
sign-up there if you are able to provide a soup or a 
dessert.  We need two soup makers each week to 
make 3 gallons of each kind of soup (3 ice cream 
pails.)  You could make it way ahead of time and 
freeze it.  Or, you could make the soup in the 
kitchen at church (the night before and put it in the 
refrigerator or make it on Wednesday.)  Also, you 
can be reimbursed for your expenses. 
 
We also need people willing to help clean up (a 
little before worship and then finish up after the 
church service.) 
 
Please call Diana Border at 651-774-5532 if you 
have any questions.  Thanks for any help you can 
give!

 
 

  Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through 

the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 

respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 

approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
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OPPORTUNTIES

Homework and Hot Dish 

Rescheduled 

Homework and Hot Dish at John Glenn 

School will be every Tuesday during February 

starting on the 3th and ending the 24th.  The 

schedule will be as follows: 

4-4:40 p.m. Time for students in the gym or 

the pool 

4:50-5:30 p.m. Supper 

5:30-6:30 p.m. Tutoring 

Tutors will need to be to school by 5:20 if at all 

possible, and are encouraged to come for supper if 

they can.  Members can come at 4 p.m. and be as 

involved or uninvolved in the gym or pool as each 

of us cares to be.  John Glenn staff will supervise 

the time and activities before tutoring begins. 

Along with our members, a number of John Glenn 

teachers and staff will also be on hand to provide 

tutoring for students, and two John Glenn staff will 

work with younger siblings of John Glenn students 

who come that night.  Parents who attend will have 

the option of “sitting in” with their child and tutor, 

or can participate in something specifically for 

parents.  Tutors from our congregation will in all 

probability be assigned to help with reading. 

Those who intend to help with meal preparation in 

subsequent weeks can plan to attend this first 

meeting and then will have a chance to make some 

plans for the Tuesday nights that follow.  

It would help to know if you are planning to be a 

part of these Tuesday nights.  Please call Michele 

Simon, Jenna Stepnick, or Bob Preuss if you have 

questions, or to RSVP.  

The Shores of Lake Phalen 
Evening worship on Thursdays at 6:30pm 

A beginning of Lent Service will be held on 
Thursday February 19th at 6:30pm 

Bible Study the 2nd Thursday at 3:30pm 
All Cross Lutheran members are welcome to 

join us for worship and study! 
 

 
 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday March 3rd at 

6:30pm 

Book Club will NOT meet in February. 

  High School through adults are welcome 

to join this book club!  We are reading 

“Run” by Ann Patchett.  Since their 

mother's death, Tip and Teddy Doyle 

have been raised by their loving, 

possessive, and ambitious father. As the 

former mayor of Boston, Bernard Doyle 

wants to see his sons in politics, a dream 

the boys have never shared. But when an 

argument in a blinding New England 

snowstorm inadvertently causes an 

accident that involves a stranger and 

her child, all Bernard cares about is his 

ability to keep his children—all his 

children—safe. 

 

 

 

FAMILY SERVICE CENTER 
We’ll be serving dinner at the Family Service Center 
on Thursday February 12th, from 5:30-6:00pm.  
Please sign up in the narthex if you’d like to help out.  
Please talk to Roxy Horrisberger if you have any 
questions or comments. 
 

Take a Chance Breakfast 
Cross Lutheran Work Day 

Saturday February 7th 
Come for Breakfast at 8:00am and stay to help with 
the many construction projects!  A new closet and 
bulletin board, cleaning the attic and changing signs 
in the parking lot.  Please RSVP on yellow sheet or to 
the church office so we know how much food to 
order from our caterer! 
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES 
 

We're back in Sunday School and we'd like to invite 
all children three years old through Sixth Grade to 
join us, including your friends and neighbors.  We'll 
be reading from the book of Matthew during 
February, learning about Jesus and the Sermon on 
the Mount as well as parables He used to teach the 
people who followed Him then and to those who 
follow Him today. 
 
There will be an intergenerational Sunday School 
on Sunday, February 15, with a concert during the 
Education Hour presented by Leah Bergman and 
her sister Ruth. 
 
The money offerings and the non-perishable food 
offerings contributed by the Sunday School 
children and by our friends of Sunday School, are 
continuing to be donated to the students at John 
Glenn Middle School through the Jet Fuel Backpack 
Program. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or 
comments. 
 
 

PRE-CONFIRMATION RETREAT 

February 12th – 14th  

Gustavus Adolphus College 

Current 5th – 8th Graders 
 

We will leave Church at 6:30 on Thursday 
and return after lunch on Saturday.  Our 
study at this retreat will be the Ten 
Commandments.  We also have tickets for 
the Gustavus Adolphus – St. Thomas Men’s 
hockey game on Friday night!  For 
Confirmation students this is a 5 point 
event. 
 
Please email the church at 
cross@pro-ns.net if you need more 
information or to let us know that you are 
attending this awesome retreat! 

Do you spend time teaching or leading our young 

people?  Do you host events or attend 

retreats?  Are you interested in the safety of our 

Children as we continue to share in ministry? 

Cross Lutheran Church takes the safety and security 

of our children seriously.  Our insurance has asked us 

to make this concern more formal as we continue to 

prioritize keeping our children safe and our 

volunteers educated.  One way we are doing this as a 

congregation is by strongly encouraging all those 

who volunteer with our children whether teaching, 

hosting events, youth trips or retreats to attend 

Safeguarding God's Children.  This is a training 

program created to make us aware and open 

conversation about the safety of our children. This is 

a 2.5 hour class that will be offered Sunday, February 

8th from 12:00-2:30pm.  Feel free to bring your 

lunch.  Any high school youth interested in attending 

please talk with Pastor Amy. 

Please register so we know how many people need 
materials.  You can register by calling the church 
office at 651-777-1329 or by letting us know at 
cross@pro-ns.net. 
 

 

HERE’S A GREAT VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT 
FOR YOUR SPOUSE! 

 

Enrich your relationship on the next 

Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter Weekend  

February 13 - 15, 2015 at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton, Minneapolis North, 

in Brooklyn Center, MN.  
 

Apply now at GodLovesMarriage.org, or contact 
Peter & Phyllis McMahon at 

mcmahonp@comcast.net or 763-561-1575 for 
more information.  

Pre-registration is required 
don’t miss out! 

 

Don’t go because you need it, go because 
you deserve it! 

mailto:cross@pro-ns.net
mailto:cross@pro-ns.net
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STEWARDSHIP
FINANCES 

 

  December December Year to Date Year to Date Annual Year to Date 
  Actual Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget Bal. 
 Income: 
Weekly Offerings  43,080.99 14,119.50 183,904.48 169,434.00 169,434.00 14,470.48 

Holidays/Special  6,088.26 5,200.00 11,841.07 11,110.00 11,110.00 731.07 

Other Income  2,998.94 2,852.50 33,440.99 34,930.00 34,930.00 (1,489.01) 

Dedicated Funds Released  5,725 375.00 9,135.00 4,500.00 4,500.00 4,635.00 

 Total Income 57,893.19 22,547.00 238,321.54 219,974.00 219,974.00 18,347.54 
 

Expense: 

Lay Ministry  8,645.89* 15,193.59 180,330.79* 182,323.00 182,323.00 1,992.21 

Education  0 422.92 3,486.39 5,075.00 5,075.00 1,588.61 

Youth Ministry  0 56.17 10,189.99 5,124.00 5,124.00 (5,065.99)** 

Stewardship  0 145.83 1,780.60 1,750.00 1,750.00 (30.60) 

Church Properties  2,797.71 3,276.33 38,703.84 39,316.00 39,316.00 612.16 

Total Expense  11,443.60 19,094.84 234,491.61 233,588.00 233,588.00 (903.61) 
 

 Income - Expense 46,449.59 3,452.16 3,829.93 (13,614.00) (13,614.00) 17,443.93 
 

* A year to date recording error of $7,872 was found and corrected in December which decreased the Lay Ministry 
expenses in the month and year to date. 
 

** Youth income year to date of $5,692.80 was used to offset expenses. Actual Youth expenses to the congregation 
were $4,497.19.   The Youth year to date balanced budget is $626.81 

 

Through December Memorial Fund Balances:  Altar Guild = $436.15;  Air Conditioning = $2,100; 
Portico Door Entrance/Stoop Roof = $2,500;  Artwork = $(55.96) 

 

 

  Budget - Two numbers tell the tale of the end of our 2014 budgetary year:  ($35,403.66) and 
$3,829.74.  At the end of November we were ($35,403.66) behind in terms of the budget.  Our year 
end position at the end of December held us at $3,829.74.  There is more nuance and detail that 
goes into the budget, but to put it simply: Giving in December was simple amazing.  We are 
awestruck by the generosity of the entire congregation.  Those who push their means every week 
and every month in order meet their pledged amount and those who take their ability to write 
sizable checks at the end of the year as a privilege and a responsibility are both incredibly 
important to the operation of Cross Lutheran Church.  It is just this simple: our faith and our 
community keep us together as a church, but money keeps the lights and the heat and the phone 
on.  Thank God and thank you for your responses to our financial needs in 2014. 
 

  The Board of Stewardship is looking forward to 2015 as an opportunity to continue on with the 
opportunities and challenges that God blesses us with.  We thank the congregation for their 
continued support. 
 

Cross Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
Cross Lutheran Church is a community of believers united by our baptism into Christ Jesus.  We are committed to 
proclaiming and teaching the Good News of God’s love and sharing His love by serving our neighbors in all we do.  
We invite all to be a part of our fellowship as we grow in grace and follow Christ. 
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FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Our Condolences to: 
 

Glen Mann and family on the 
death of Glen’s mom, Irene Mann. 

 
Marv Gardner and family on the death of 
Pat Gardner. 

 

February Birthday Blessings 
 

DAY 
 2 Paige Stepnick 
 3 Grace Lund 
 4 Joe Krummel 
 4 Eric Lund 
 6 Crystal Rivard 
 6 Nelson Tracey 
 7 Noah Mann 
 8 Scott Nelsen 
 8 Clara Volkers 
 9 Barb Brynildson 
 9 Oscar Kaiser Crist 
 10 Amelia Brynildson 
 12 Jared Frey 
 12 Marv Gardner 
 15 Mugs Nielsen 
 16 Margaret Humphrey 
 18 Jerry Brynildson 
 18 Lisa McKinnon 
 18 Trenton Veesenmeyer 
 20 Jason Anderson 
 21 Anthony Wickstrom 
 22 Mark Lund 
 22 Marshall Sletten 
 24 Robert Preuss, Sr. 
 25 Lisa Schlecht 
 

 

If your birthday is ever missing from the Cross 
Currents, please contact the Church Office so that 
we can update our records! 

 

 

Cross Lutheran Church prays for…Our 

prayers are requested for the following 

members: 

 Laura Linroth 
 Marya Pfefferle  
 Sharon Olson 
 Sharon Peterson 
  

 

Our prayers are requested for these non-members: 
 

Deb Nelson (Friend of Sharon Peterson) 
Gabriel Friend (Dan and Tammy’s nephew) 
Diane (Friend of Kim Stack – Brain cancer returned) 

Barbara Hoveland (Nola’s daughter-in-law) 
Chris Combs (Friend of Bob Brynildson – cancer) 
Lynn Koop (Healing) 
Marlene Havlik (Cancer – Valerie Addis’ mother)  
Don Abfalter (Dan and Jami Stack) 
Jim Caruth (Chris Sletten’s stepdad) 
Greg Volkers (Ray & Clara’s son, rare kidney disease) 
Holly (breast cancer - friend of Lyndsay Long) 
Jeff Dahn (Clay Duncan’s grandson) 
Tonya Brown (Nola’s niece) 
Eileen (kidney dialysis) 
Taylor Boyles (Linda Kenny’s granddaughter) 

 

To have your name added to the list or removed, 
please speak with Pastor or Lay Minister or call the 
church office. 

 

 

 

Prayers for Armed Forces 
 

We pray for those who serve in our 
nation’s armed forces during the Sunday 
morning Prayers of the Church. Your 
personal prayers are requested for these 
people currently serving: 
 

 Tim Hemquist (Member of CLC—USAF) 
 Matthew Preuss (Pastor’s nephew—USMC) 
 Philip Kroll (husband of Angela Kroll) 
 Jonathan Carter (Quigley’s son – USAF) 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www1.free-clipart.net/gallery2/clipart/Military/Armed_Forces_Collage_2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www1.free-clipart.net/cgi-bin/clipart/directory.cgi?direct%3Dclipart/Military&usg=__fT3kUJ1TXtcMVDznz8Dq8Ktf6jU=&h=225&w=175&sz=16&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=E2CgwFskdU6cyM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=84&prev=/images?q%3DARMED%2BFORCES%2B%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.christart.com/clipart/download/18/
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YOUTH TRIP AND CONCERT

Youth Midwest 
Mystery Tour 

August 2 – 8, 2015 
Current 6th – 12th Graders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a Midwestern Adventure that 
you don't want to miss! 

We'll travel by van from August 2nd - 8th 

We'll get wet, we'll sweat, we'll wonder, 
we'll play, we'll eat and MORE! 

God's creation is amazing and we'll see 
something you've NEVER SEEN! 

 

Registration begins January 7th and Closes 
February 22nd! 

$200 Cross Lutheran Members 
$250 Cross Lutheran Friends 

Downpayment of $50 due with registration 
As always scholarships are available so 
don't let cost hold you back! Please let 

Pastor Amy know of your needs during the 
registration time. 

 

The Form for registration is in this mailing and is 
available on the website at 

www.crosslutheranchurch.org 

The Sorella Duo 
February 15th 

During the Education hour 
 

Meaning "sisters" in Italian, the Sorella Duo 

is violin and cello chamber ensemble 

formed by sisters Ruth and Leah Bergman. 

Leah is the Music Director at CLC, sings with 

the National Lutheran Choir, and plays the 

cello around the Twin Cities. Ruth teaches 

violin at the McPhail School, St. Joseph 

Music School, and privately as well as 

playing her violin professionally in the Twin 

Cities. The sisters have been playing music 

with each other for over 20 years. 

The program on the 15th will be directed 

towards listeners of ALL ages. Children and 

families are welcome. Ruth and Leah will 

play some of their favorite pieces from their 

years of playing together as well as share 

stories about growing up playing music 

together at home, at church, and around 

the country. 

Please come listen to some 

beautiful music and stories from 

the Sorella Duo. 

 
 

 

http://www.crosslutheranchurch.org/
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

SUNDAY, February 1 

LAY MINISTERS: #1 Dan E.    #2 Allison H.M. 
ANOINTING MINISTER:  Sherry B. 
ACOLYTE:  Grace D.     YOUTH READER:  Melanie F. 
USHERS:  Roxy H. – Captain; Rich and Mugs N., Jamie G., Carolyn B. 
GREETERS:  Nola H. and Marion L. 
COFFEE SERVERS:  Lona S. and family 
NURSERY: LuAnn L. 
LESSONS:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; I Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

SUNDAY, February 8 

LAY MINISTERS:  #1 Judy A.    #2 Jamie G.  
ANOINTING MINISTER:  Dean D. 
ACOLYTE:  Melanie F.     YOUTH READER:  Andrew B. 
USHERS:  Dan E. – Captain; Sharon O., Sharon C., Anjie B. 
GREETERS:  Dave and Kay O. 
NURSERY:  Roxy H. 
COFFEE SERVERS:  Jim and Diana B.; Linda W. 
LESSONS:  Isaiah 40:21-31; I Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

SUNDAY, February 15 – Transfiguration of Our Lord   

LAY MINISTERS:  #1 Allison H.M.   #2 Dean D. 
ANOINTING MINISTER:  Dan E. 
ACOLYTE:  Paige S.     YOUTH READER: Perri L. 
USHERS:  Ray V. – Captain; Clara V., Judy A., Corey B.  
GREETERS:  Richard P. 
NURSERY:  Anne R. 
COFFEE SERVERS:  Darrell and Marie A.; Carrie K. 
LESSONS:  II Kings 2:1-12; II Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 18 – 10:30am and 6:45pm 

LAY MINISTERS:  10:30:  Jim B.   6:45:  Dean D. 
ACOLYTE:        6:45:  Stephanie F.   
USHERS:  10:30:  Kay S. Team    6:45:  Matt W.’s Team    
GREETERS:  10:30:  Coreen J.    6:45:  The Pomorin Family 

SUNDAY, February 22 

LAY MINISTERS:  #1 Judy A.     #2 Sherry B.  
ANOINTING MINISTER:  Jim B. 
ACOLYTE:  Simon O.     YOUTH READER: Nora O. 
USHERS:  Wayne L. – Captain; Arline H., Dean D., Isabel D., Mark L. 
GREETERS:  Brigitte and Ed D. 
NURSERY:  Lona S. 
COFFEE SERVERS:  Sharon C. and family; Michele S. 
LESSONS:  Genesis 9:8-17; I Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

MID-WEEK LENTEN, February 25 - 6:45pm 

LAY MINISTER:  Jamie G. 
ACOLYTE:  Lily P. 
USHERS:  Jim B. – Captain; Diana B., Allen S., Duane G. 
GREETERS:  The Pfefferle Family 

*Please call a replacement if 

you are not able to make your 

scheduled week, 

and let the office know of the 

change.  Thank you! 
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Cross Lutheran Church 

1945 Prosperity Road 
Maplewood, MN 55109 
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Sunday Worship Service at 9:00am 
Education Classes at 10:30am 
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