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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*PRELUDE When Morning Gilds the Skies arr. Teresa Wilhelmi

*GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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I have attemped in the creation of this service to follow the general shape of the classic mass with the 
Lord's Supper at the center of it.  The words of these songs are echoes of the biblical language of worship 
formed into simple rhyming song form.  

The songs in this service should be accompanied by an esemble of stringed instruments played in blugrass 
and old time style.  Instrumentalists may improvise some solos between verses.

Harmony singing is an important aspect of this kind of music.  When vocal harmonies are indicated in the 
score the normal note head is the melody and the shaped notes are suggested harmonies.  But feel free to 
improvise! 

Play and sing with great enthusiasim

Recordings of these and other songs are available 
Contact: Pastor Steve Thompson (mandocaster@gmail.com)

copywrite 2006 by Steve Thompson.  All rights reserved
Please do not reproduce the text or music of this service without permission  
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Preaching/Presiding: 
Rev. Scott Simmons 

Director of Music: 
Kenneth Kusiak  

Lay Minister: 
7/14 Jamie Gudknecht 
7/21 Jamie Gudknecht


Assisting Minister: 
7/14 Phyllis Moser 
7/21 Janice Neenan 

Cantor: 
7/14 Alternative 
7/21 Peter Brown 

Ushers: 
7/14 Matt Wickoren and 
Sheree Kieffer 
7/21 Sharon Crist and 
Matt Wickoren 

Acolyte: 
7/14 Henry Mizinski 
7/21 Kirby Doughty Crist 

Livestream Producer: 
Katie Tomek 

Altar Guild: 
July: Linda Duncan and 
Lisa LeMay 

Coffee: 

If you are interested in 
serving coffee following 
worship, please sign-up 
on the bulletin board  
between the narthex 
and the kitchen. 

If you would like to 
provide flowers for 
Sunday Worship, sign 
up on the bulletin board 
in the back of the 
narthex, or contact the 
office. 



*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with  you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Kyrie We Pray Simmons

SONG OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration ELW 167

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that 
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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1

Untitled
Steinway Grand Piano=60.

1

& \\ E . . . # . . . . . F . . . # . . . . . E . . . # . . . . . . -
5

& E . . . # . . . . . E .! . # . . . . . E . . . # . . . . . .
8

& -
E .! . . . . . .

E .! . . . . . .
E .! . .

11

& . . . .
E . . . . . -

E .! . . . . . .
E .! . .

14

& . . . .
E .! . . . . . .

E . . . . . -

   pray      for all the sighing            for all the starving          for all the 


     aching         we lift our prayer       for all the crying          for all the 


    fearing           for all the     lonely            we lift our prayer


   pray    we trust your promise     we crave your presence   we need for- 


     giveness    Lord, hear our prayer  we trust your power   we crave your


    blessing         we need re-storing          Lord, hear our prayer


KYRIE WE PRAY       Scott Simmons

CANTOR: 
Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
whose blood has freed and united us 
to be one great people of God.  Refrain

Power and riches, wisdom and might,

all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain
For God has come to dwell with us, 
to make us people of God;  
to make all things new.  Refrain

The Liturgy of Holy 
Communion, which we 
celebrate every Sunday, 
is the principal form of 
Lutheran worship. 
Here, the Holy Spirit 
gathers us around the 
means of grace— the 
saving Word of God and 
the sacraments. From 
the table of communion 
where Jesus Christ 
comes with 
forgiveness, life, and 
salvation, God sends us 
out to share the good 
news and to care for 
those in need.  

The basic pattern of 
this liturgy—gathering, 
word, meal, sending—
is a structure that 
allows for freedom and 
flexibility in the ways 
our worship may be 
shaped locally, while 
focusing on what the 
church holds in 
common. The whole 
people of God are 
joined by the same gifts 
of grace, for the sake of 
the same mission of 
the gospel, into the life 
of the one triune God.  



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST LESSON Amos 7:7-15
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos, 
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,

“See, I am setting a plumb line 
in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will spare them no longer; 

the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the 
land is not able to bear all his words. 
For thus Amos has said, 

‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.’”

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 
your bread there, and prophesy there, but never again prophesy at Bethel, for 
it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet nor a prophet’s son, but I 
am a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from 
following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel.’
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 85: 8-13 Simmons
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We gather around the 
WORD in reading, 
preaching, and song, as 
we enter into the 
steadfast love of God 
as proclaimed through 
Holy Scripture. 
 

For Lutherans, the 
Gospel of Christ—the 
Good News of what God 
has done in Jesus —is 
at the heart of our 
public witness and 
proclamation.  

This Good News is 
received through the 
Gospel accounts of the 
apostles Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, 
yes, but also in the 
writings of Paul, John, 
and Peter; in the 
witnesses of the Old 
Testament prophets; 
the memories of the 
people of Israel; and 
through the poetry and 
prose of Psalms, 
Ecclesiastes, Proverbs 
and others. The Gospel 
is truly the Good News 
of Christ proclaimed 
from Genesis to 
Revelation, whenever 
and however it points 
to God’s loving, 
redeeming, and 
creative power in, with, 
and through Jesus 
Christ and by the Holy 
Spirit. Good News 
indeed.  
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            Your    steadfast        love      O           Lord reaches  the 

          hea-     vens,         Your    faith-  ful-       ness, 

         to   the   clouds.

Steadfast Love (Psalm 36)
(Here at the Table Liturgy)
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Steadfast Love (Psalm 36)
(Here at the Table Liturgy)

:
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I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
for you speak peace to your faithful people  
and to those who turn their hearts to you.

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who  
fear you, that your glory may dwell in our  
land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met  
together; righteousness and peace have  
kissed each other.

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 

and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord 

and shall prepare for God a pathway.



SECOND LESSON Ephesians 1: 3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 
before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he 
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption 
as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*ACCLAMATION Steadfast Love pg. 189

*GOOD NEWS Mark 6: 14-29
The Gospel according to Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.
King Herod heard of [the disciples preaching], for Jesus’s name had become 
known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead, 
and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is 
Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But 
when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had 
married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill 
him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 
and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 
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PREACHING 
SCRIPTURES 
Here are the main 
biblical texts for the 
coming weeks: 

July 14 
Amos 7:7-15
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
July 21
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 28
2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21



perplexed, and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 
leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his guests, and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it.” And he swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give 
you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother, “What 
should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she 
rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved, yet out of regard 
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately 
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went 
and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to 
the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, 
they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

*SONG OF THE DAY Sometimes Our Only Song is Weeping ACS1050

*STATEMENT OF BELIEF
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

6

PRAYERS OF THE 
PEOPLE 

This week we pray for: 
Andrew, Marya, 
Carolyn, Marilee, 
Margo, Roman Joseph, 
Sherry, Ray and Clara, 
Dawn, Brady, Richard, 
Judy, Sheree, Marv, 
Dottie, BettyLu, Greg, 
Kennedee, Robin, 
Hailey, Jerrod, Lonna, 
Heather, Joe and 
Family, Kelly, Dawn L, 
Michael, Sara and Mary 
N. 

We pray for Kelly and 
John, missionaries in 
Papua, New Guinea. 

We offer continued 
prayers for the families 
of Allen Stack, Bud 
Nasby, Ellie Scot-
Meyer, Dave Davidson, 
and Deb Grothe (Patty’s 
sister). 

If you have a name  
to add or remove from 
this prayer list, please 
contact Pastor Scott or 
Katie Tomek, Admin. 
Assistant.  



to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, be with you always.  
And also with you. 

Please share a covid-friendly sign of peace with those around you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY Consolations: #1 Franz Liszt

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you  And also with you  
Lift up your hearts  We lift them to the Lord   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God   
It is right to give our thanks and praise  

*PREFACE
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Lord have   mer-   cy,     Christ have mer-   cy,     Lord have mer-  cy,   hear our prayer, hear our prayer. 

Words and Music by Scott R Simmons       ©2013 scottrsimmons     All Rights Reserved.  Used by Permission.

Here At The Table
Prayer Response
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OFFERING 
We bring our offerings 
to God with grateful 
hearts, in confidence 
they will be used to 
support the work of the 
church both here and 
throughout the world. 

In ELCA liturgy, the 
Offering is set within 
the context of the Meal, 
for it is here that we set 
the table with the fruits 
of our hands— 
financial offerings, yes, 
but also bread and 
wine which are 
products of human 
effort and gifts of our 
gracious God. It is from 
this table of blessing 
that God feeds us with 
the presence of Christ. 

In Holy Communion,  
we receive the gift of 
Christ’s presence in 
bread and wine (the 
body and blood of 
Jesus) through the holy 
promise that this gift is 
“for you.” All who desire 
to receive Christ’s 
presence in, with, and 
through the wine and 
the bread are invited to 
this table. 

We remember God’s 
faithfulness to God’s 
people and God’s 
purposes. 



*HOLY HOLY pg. 207

*PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, in his death, resurrection and ascension,  
opened his arms to all, 
inviting all believers to participate in the sacred story, that…

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*PRAYER OF THANKFULNESS
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and forever. Amen. 8

All are invited to 
proclaim the words of 
institution along with 
the presiding pastor. 

Today we practice 
continuous communion 
using a pouring chalice 
as a common cup. 
Ushers will invite you to 
proceed up the aisle 
towards the pastor. 
Please offer cupped 
hands to receive the 
bread. Proceed to the 
cupbearer, select an 
empty cup and hold it 
for the lay minister to 
fill. Please recycle your 
cup in the basket 
provided and return via 
the side aisle.  



DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION SONG “O Lamb of God” p. 208

“Children of the Heavenly Father” ELW781

“Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW471
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If you require a gluten 
free wafer, please tell 
the pastor when you 
approach to receive the 
bread. Pre-filled grape 
juice cups are available 
in the silver tray. 

Children who are not 
yet communing and 
others wishing not to 
commune may receive 
a blessing from the 
pastor. Please indicate 
by crossing your arms 
over your chest.  

Individual sealed 
communion sets are 
also available at the 
sanctuary entrance. 

ANOINTING After 
communing, you may 
receive prayer and 
anointing with oil from 
the assisting minister 
in the narthex. 

The Holy Spirit SENDS 
us, restored and 
refreshed in the Word 
and the Meal, to share 
the Good News.



*COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING “Give Thanks”

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING OF CONFIRMATION YOUTH
*CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING
*SENDING SONG “Go, Make Disciples” ELW 540

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Risen Christ.  Thanks Be To God.

POSTLUDE March Notebook of Anna Magdalena Bach
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(repeat)
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Next Sunday, July 21, worship will be led by 
Rev. Dr. Ed Treat from the Center of 
Addiction and Faith. You are invited to stay 
for adult education at 11:00 pm where Rev. 
Dr. Treat will explain the important work of 
the Center of Addiction & Faith and how faith 
communities can better respond to those 
looking for help and their loved ones.  

The Center of Addiction & Faith is a newly formed (6 years old) nonprofit working to 
Awaken Faith Communities to Address Addiction. Addiction is the number one health 
crisis plaguing this country today–and it's growing worse by the day. Faith communities 
for the most part are not well equipped to respond to this crisis. We want to change that. 
We believe, with young people dying every day and loved ones grieving those terrible 
overdose losses, the church would do well to understand the many ways they could be 
helping. The Center of Addiction provides resources to faith communities--inspiration, 
education, and resources to better understand addiction and how to be there for those 
looking to the church for help. 

Early Tuesday Morning, our 
confirmation youth (Amelia, Henry, and 
Kirby) and Pastor Scott (who is blessed 
to tag along) will heading to New 
Orleans for the 2024 ELCA Youth 
Gathering. They’ll be joining around and 
20,000 Lutheran youth and adult 
chaperones for 5 amazing days of service 
and learning, fellowship, worship, and fun.  

Please keep our group in your prayers and plan on blessing them in worship 
today as we send them off to an experience of a lifetime. 

Keep an eye on the Cross Facebook page this week for updates from New 
Orleans. And plan on joining Amelia, Henry, Kirby, and Pastor Scott for a 
special presentation of their trip on Sunday, July 28, during adult education. 



Cross Lutheran Church, 1945 Prosperity Road, Maplewood, Minnesota, 55109 
www.crosslutheranchurch.org    office@crosslutheranchurch.org    651-777-1329 

Reverend Scott Simmons, pastor   pastorscott@crosslutheranchurch.org    612-859-1134
Katie Tomek, administrative assistant    office@crosslutheranchurch.org

Carol Hastings, financial secretary    carol@crosslutheranchurch.org
Kenneth Kusiak, director of music   worship@crosslutheranchurch.org

THIS WEEK AT CROSS 

Sunday, July 14 
9:30am
Sunday Worship outside

10:30am 
Sunday School

10:30am
Coffee Fellowship

1:00 – 5:00pm
Promesa De Dios

5:00 – 9:00pm
Ebenezer Elim

Monday, July 15 
Office Closed

6:30-8:30pm
Fleshpots @ the Dubliner

Tuesday, July 16
6:30-8:00pm
Board of Stewardship

Wednesday, July 17
7:00pm
Adventista Septimo Dia

Thursday, July 18 
8:00am-5:00pm
Katie Tomek office

3:00-4:00pm
Worship at the Shores

5:30-7:30pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal

Friday, July 19
7:00pm – 10:00pm
Ebenezer Elim

Saturday, July 20 
9:00am – 1:00pm
Adventista Septimo Dia 

9:00-11:15am
Feed My Starving Children

1:30pm – 4:30pm
Cross Organ Practice

5:00 – 7:00pm  
Adventista Septimo Dia

Sunday, July 21 
9:30am
Sunday Worship

10:30am 
Sunday School

10:30am
Coffee Fellowship

11:00am-12:00pm
Adult Ed

11:00a-12:00pm 
Promesa De Dios

5:00 – 9:00pm
Ebenezer Elim

TODAY AT CROSS
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP Join us after worship in the community room for 
coffee and fellowship.

ADULT EDUCATION There is no adult education today. Join us for adult 
education next week, Sunday, July 21, as we hear from guest speaker Dr. Ed 
Treat about addiction and what faith can do to help address it.

BELL CHOIR. Bell choir is now practicing to play a service in August and 
September. Our next rehearsal will be on Thursday, July 18th, beginning with 
setup at 5:30 pm, then 6:00-7:30 for practice. Rehearsals will be continuing each 
Thursday night until mid-September, when chorus rehearsals will resume.  Please 
contact Ken at worship@crosslutheranchurch.org with questions.

THE BOARD OF LAY MINISTRY decided, recently, to modify our liturgy so 
that there aren’t so many long periods of standing during worship, which is an 
increasing issue among many. We will continue to rise and stand on those sections 
where it is recommended in ELCA liturgical guidelines, but have removed the 
indication to stand from other sections. Of course, if you would like to stand, 
please do. But do not feel you must on those sections of the liturgy which are not 
marked with an *.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP July 14 and August 11. The Board of Lay Ministry 
voted to worship outside on the East Lawn, weather permitting today Sunday, 
July 14 and on August 11. Invite your friends and neighbors. Bring your own 
lawn chair or blanket and let’s take advantage of the wonderful weather and tree-
covered yard. Stay tuned for more details.

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN packing event will be held this Saturday, 
July 20. Join us at 990 Lone Oak Road, Suite 136, Eagan, MN  55121 from 9:00 
— 11:15 am to pack food. Immediately after, we’ll be having lunch at the Gaubert 
home (1382 St Andrew Boulevard, Eagan, MN  55123). Space is limited. Please 
reserve your spot on the signup sheet in the Narthex.

HOURS THIS WEEK: Created To Be Youth Conference is happening this 
week! As Pastor Scott will be traveling with them, please note he has no office 
hours this week, and Thursday Bible study is paused until next week.


